
EARLY TRAINING FOR A
BULL TERRIER PUppy

H88se Trei...
Your puppy Ihould live in the hou.. with tM
family, but .hould have hi. own bed In the
kitchen, where it is warm Ind out of drlughtl. A
tea chest bound with tin Ind on batten. is ide81.
Rtght from tM -.rt, t8k8 endlelS trOUble to ..
he doesn't make any pooIiln tM house during
the day. After each meal Ind as soon .. he
waku after I .Ieep, or i. wandering round
looking worried, pop him ouuide, if polllb4e
like him to more or I... the aeme p&8C8 MCh
time, and when he i. dean, pr8- him very
wefl, alW8V- using the ~ ~rdI. h i8 too
much to expecte very young puppy to be cleen
III night, .0 put. thick layer of newlpaper near
the back door; the puppy will eventually u..
this. " he h.., juR pick it all up and ignore it. but
if he has been clean, me- a lot of fU88 of him.

Never ICOId or puni'" a puPIJV for being
dirty. h will only worry and confuee him and 80
meke mltters worse. AlwaY' let him out last
mlng It niOf\t ana veyY'- flm mlnQ 1n-.-
morning; go and tet him out the momenc there
ere movementS or soundl to W8k8n him. Don't
let him hive the run of the hoose by himlllf
until he i. reliable, but If he does have any
IccidenU, di.infect the places reelly wetl,
because if there is the trace of a llnell, the pup
will more thin likely thi,* this is the proper
place to make a pool. " you a,. able to h8'Y8 e
realty good kennel and run, with heat for the
winter Ind ,hade for the IUmmer, it i8 ideal for
I puppy over four month. to .pend en hour or
two each dey in it to enjoy I marrow bone or I
peaceful "-P, espec..lty if YOUf8 .. a busy
household. R.-t is very impoR-' for your

puppy.Teach your puppy to -.nd quietly on a table
to be groomed and exlmlned. This will be a
great help if he has to be looked at by e
Veterin8fY Surgeon, or treeted for minor
eilments. Let him meet .. meny people and
good temP8f8d dog. I' poaibIe. He Ihould
wear a light I..ther collar for a snort time ead1
day; when he i. used to thi., Ittach to it I .hort
cord or thin .ead and" thi. trail for I few
minute. while you play with him. Some
puppies leam to walk on a lead with no troubles
It all after one or two 18880"', but with ~
care and Pitl.-nce--an-d- I certain Imouritor
firmne.. Ire needed. I think it is importlnt to

have a puppy trained to I lead et en ear.y Ige,
because ell forms of training itM)U1d be done on
e ~, ~Ity stopping him from jumping
up at Itrangers end generally gefting too
tough. Don't let any bad hebits stert; it ~ 10
much e..ier to train good behaviour then
correct bad. UN I double chain, teether or
nylon. check collar, the kind that will not pull
tOO tight.

Most Bull Terriers loy. riding in a car, but
until you Ir. lure he is not going to be Clr .tct,
..ke him for very short ridel in compeny with
another dog or passenger to e wood or field
wh8t"8 he can have a romp. Don'ttak8 him soon
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after he * been fed. " he is sa. or if you went
him -. b8h8Y8 well when left alooe In your car,
let him IP8nd short periods In it at home, where
you can wetch to ..8 thlt he II quite hiPPY Ind
not dtewing Inythlng. h is I good idel to leave
a m.row bone with him if he is inclined to be
d881nJeIiYe.

All dogilove to be tllked to, so the mOf'e the
better. But don't think e dog understands every
word you laY to him. They only understand by
II8DdItioN n h8YI f8n~stic memories. So
for 8CtU81 comma'" u.. only "Good", "Bed",
"No", "l88¥8", "Come", "Slay", "Heel", "Sit"
end "Down". AIWlV- use the dog's name
before any ~mmand. Use your voice, i.e. aher
your tone to sound "very pleased", "very
trOIS", finn (long drewn out), urgent (high
pitd.ct) ~ don't ~ unless reelly urgent.
An .cable puppy ~ very 1Iow, quiet
hencling end e ~. one the reverse. Serious
obecllncelhould not be expected until the pup
is about If. ",Onttll~-; ;,; four ;-;-.::mhs -or-.
littie before, he cen be teught to Sit, Down end
Stay, .. jt is much ... to put them into these

poaMioM when they ere ameli.
Get him uI8d to _king on the "ed without

pulling on me road end gradually take him
where mere il traffic, but give him plenty of
free running in woods or fields. Only call him
~ ,~:~ry, but each time he comes to
you of his own eccord, give lots of praise, e
titbit, or e little game (I f8VOUrite toy, ball or
choc drQ9l, etc. carried In your pocket cln work
wand.,. in k81ping your dog's internt in YOU
when ~ tor e wllk). Never male or grab at
him if he ~'t come when celled, r8th... run in
the 0PP08M direction or hide. Don't ;usa go on
ceiling, or he will soon completely disregard
yourvotce. Never punish I dog when he comes
to you, hoW8Ver neughty he has been. tf you
have a dog who is naturelty disobedient, you
must use I long line 10 that you can keep
control.

At six months o6d he should have I few
minutes dlldpllne each diY, in your garden or
where h Is quiet; distractions come later. Teach
him to we.. to heel (this is to make him pay
aneNion). Have him on your left, give sharp
jefb to get him cloee to you if he pul" forward,
CSrags bIet m ~I too wide. 'Do t8fr;rlghrarrd
about turns verying your pice. Also telch him
to Sit and Stay and Down end Stay. At first by
your left side, when abeolutety ste8dy, move
gradU811y 8W8Y, i.e. one or two steps. then back
to dog and 10 on. ~en h. 'as absolutely steady,
he should be celled to.it in front of you.

Everything should be taught on a long, loose
lead. In feet. you should never hive your dog
on . tight IMd, this could m.e him nefYOUS or
egg~. You can Ihorten up your lead for
safely in tr8ffic or crowded pIacea without
haying It tiQht. Some training cl ere
excellent, but my advice il alway. go first
without your dog; a lot of harm can be done to
e nervous. excitable or aggressive dog if he is



taken into a noisy crowded hall. especially if the
trainers are not good, or know nothing about
Bull Terriers.

Older dogs who persist in iumping up
As the dog is about to leap at you, raise right

knee sharply to catch the dog in the' chest; be
careful not to knock him over on his back.
especially on a hard surface.

Puppies who bitt your hinds. clothes, etc.
Hold firmly and if a smack on the behind h..

no effect, shake end give a shlrp smack on the
nose. This is the only time I would smack a dog
on the face.

Avoid III difficult situations until you know
you can cope, i.e. guarding bones or beds,
fighting, etc. Bull Terriers should be 100%
good tempered with their own people, but
occasionally puppies are too possessive with
bones, food and beds, etc. end show bad
temper, generally just 8 "try on" and an
experienced person can "nip it in the bud", but
unless you know you can correct this
sucoessfully immediately, avoid any trouble by
giving bones and food where they can be
enjoyed in peace and see that beds are not in a
place where people are constantly going
backwards and forwards. Never encourage a- bullterriei-puppytoguard.--~- --

To sum up:
Play with your dog, but don't get him too

rough or excited. Give him Jots of effedion, but
remember, although he lives aa one of the
familv he does not reason as a human being.

Be kind. A frightened or very excited dog
cannot learn. Try to read vour dog and so
understand reasons for behaviour, good or
bad.

Be generous with your praise. Try to create
situations where your dog is in the right.

Be fair and consistent. Do not lose your
temper. You will have the best results if your
dog respects you and so feels secure and
confident.

Do not overstrain or nag. A few minutes each
day is all that is needed. Try to make lessons
interesting and fun. Never keep up 8 bad
feeling. Punishment should be short and sharp
and only at the actual time of wrong-doing. A
sharp smack across the hindquarters, or 8 good
shake, i.e. by taking the puppy firmly by either
~e of his face, looking into his eyes and
scolding.

Ask advice only from the breeder of the
puppy. the person from whom you bought
him, or someone whn:I.nows bowtn trAin
Bull Terriers in particular.

Difficult Bull Terriers
All Bull Terriers should be one hundred per

cent reliable with their families and friends, but
if you already have a dog whose behaviour is
unsatisfactory. you will have to be prepared to
have lots of patience and understanding. Some
people disagree with me, but I 8m a great
believer in avoiding situations which cause
fea r, possessiveness or aggression, u ntill have
a dog's affection and confidence, and know I
can control him, but on the other hand therels
no question of who wins, dog or me, it must
always be me.

So I would never:-
,. Drag a nervoua or shy one round

Woolworth's, take on a very busy main
'road, or force him to be handled by
strangers.

2. Give a possessive dog a raw bone and
immediately go to take it away again.
(Rather give when he goes to bed or in a
room or kennel by himself). Neither would I
put his bed where people are constantly
passing, nor would I allow him to lie on the
furniture or in front of the fire.

3. Take a very excitable dog or a fighter into
crowded places, or near other dogs,
especially noisy or bad tempered ones, until
I knew I had complete control.

If after asking advice from the breeder or
seller, you find you have a dog you just can't
cope with, do not let him go to live a life in
kennels after being a family companion.

Do not pass him on without giving the
prospective new owner a complete picture of
your difficulties, and only let the dog go with an
absolute undemanding that if he is not happy
or a success he will be returned to you.
Sometimes a dog who is impossible with one
family is perfect with another. If you can't find
the ideel home, then there is onty one thing to
do, and that is to have him put to sleep by your
Vata,j".." 50'-980n," yOu, un" 1,0i-,-,e.

Please do not let a Bull Terrier who fights run
loose where there are other dogs. Either keep
him on a tead or a long line, or take him when
and where you are pretty cer1ain you will not
meet dogs.

Training your puppy to show
You can teach your puppy to show from a

very early age, providing, you always make it
fun and don't do too much of it. I think the best
Showmen are those who really love it. I don't
care to see a Bull Terrier, who just stands in a
rather wooden way, with his eyes fixed only on
his handler.

Play with your puppy first. either indoors, or
outside, talk to him and get him to look at you,
at the same time standing well, then give him a
tit-bit or his bat I to play with. Teach him to walk
on 8 loose lead, in a circle and up and down,
different distance. (you may be judged in a
small or large ring). When he will do this at
home perfectly alone, then make him do it
when you have visitors and other distractions.
Then outside in a park. recreation ground or
fai rly busy place.

Do not take him to a snow until you feel you
ttoga, hAV. It,.". _t¥tbing ta~him-Af1ying.stan.-

i.e.
1. Trained him to pay attention and really

enjoy showing off and to behave in the
company of other dogs (a good obedience
training class may help you here).

2. Taught him to stand, to be handled by you,
by friends and by strangers.

3. You have him in top condition which can
only be achieved if he is always:
(8) fed correctly
(b) wellhoused
(c) 81 the right amount of exercise i.e.

controlled road work, and free trotting
and galloping in fields or woods, or
playing with B ball at home.


